Butterfly Attracting Plants of
Sout h Florida

M am Bl ue Chapter

North Anerican Butterfly Association

The following is a preliminary* compilation of plants that serve as either a
larval host or nectar source for South Florida's butterflies.

Larval host, I n Bol d
Nectar source,In Italics

SWALLOWIAI LS
Pi pevi ne Swal | owt ai | Pi pevi nes and knotweeds, nectar froma
vari ety of
flowers including thistle and | antana
Pol ydanmas Swal | owt ai | Pi pevi nes, nectar froma variety of flowers
i ncl udi ng
| ant ana
Zebra Swal | owt ai | Paw paws, noisture fromsand and nectar from
vari ous
flowers
dl?"acdemallomﬁail Carrots, parsley, fennel, Queen Anne’s |ace
[ an
celery, nectar froma variety of flowers including nl|kwed and
thistle Spi cebush Swal | ow ai | Spi cebush, red bay and sweet bay,

nectar from
a variety of flowers including thistle, mlkweed and | antana
Eastern Tiger Swall ow ai l W1l ow, sweet bay and ash, nectar from
a
variety of flowers
G ant Swal | owt ai | Wld lime, yell owmwod, Hercules club, citrus
Bi scayne prickly ash and torchwood, nectar from |l antana,
Bougai nvi | | ea,
gol denrod and m | kweed

Schaus’ Swal | owt ai | Wld linme and torchwood, nectar froma variety
of
flowers including wild coffee and guava
Bahani an Swal | owt ai | Ctrus, wild line, and torchwod, unknown
Pal aredes Swal | owt ai | Plants of the laurel family and red bay,

nectar froma variety of flowers including thistle

VWHI TES, YELLOWS and SULPHURS
Great Southern White Sal twort and peppergrass, nectar froma
vari ety of
flowers including saltwort, |antana and other verbena fanily
nenber s
Florida Wite M | kbark, Guiana plum and |inber caper, nectar from
a variety
of flowers including |antana
Checkered Wiite Plants in the nustard fanmily, nectar fromthe
conposite
and nustard famlies




Cabbage Wite Many plants in the nustard fanily, nectar from many
pl ants including the mustard and caper fanmilies
IOrange Sul phur Plants in the pea fanmly including alfalfa, white
cl over
and white sweet clover, nectar fromnany flowers including
m | kweed
gol denrod and aster
Sout her n Dogf ace Smal | -1 eaved plants in the pea family including
alfalfa
falf and | eadpl ant; clovers and indigo, nectar fromflowers including
alfalfa,
coreopsi s, houstonia and verbena
Dai nty Sul phur Spani sh needl es, nectar fromflowers fromflowering
| ant s
P Including aster, wild nmarigold and others
Little Yellow Partridge pea and wild sensitive plant, nectar from
flowers in
the aster fam |y including gol denrod
M nosa Yellow Sensitive plant, in the pea fanily; wild tanmarind
nect ar
fromvarious flowers
Dina Yellow  Mexican al varadoa and bitterbush, nectar from various
fl owers
i ncl udi ng | ant ana
Sb?epy Orange Senna species, nectar from flowers including Spanish
needl es
Barred Yellow Many plants in the pea fanily, nectar froma great
variety of
flowers including Spanish needles and joint vetches
Cl oudl ess Sul phur Bahama senna and privet senna, nectar from many
fl owers including cordia, bougainvillea, hibiscus, |antana and
nmor ni ng gl ory
Or ange-barred Sul phur Bahama senna, and privet senna, nectar from
many
flowers
Large Orange Sul phur Bl ackbead, cat’'s claw, and wild tamarind
nect ar
fromflowers including |antana, Spanish needl es, bougainvill ea,
and hi bi scus
Statira Sul phur In Florida, Dalbergia and Calliandra both in the
pea famly,
nectar fromred-flowering plants including firebush
Lysi de %?Iphur Li gnunvi tae, nectar from bl ack mangrove and Spani sh
needl es
Yel | ow Angl ed- Sul phur Senna species, nectar fromred and purple
flowers
i ncl udi ng hi bi scus and bougai nvil | ea
Boi sduval s Yell ow  Senna species, nectar froma variety of flowers

HAI RSTREAKS
Great Purple Hairstreak M stletoe, nectar fromflowers including
gol denr od,
Hercul es club and Spani sh needl es
Atal a Coontie as well as other nenbers of the cycad fanmly, nectar
from
flowers including |antana, periw nkle, Spanish needles and wld
cof f ee
White M Hairstreak Li ve oak and ot her oak species, nectar froma
vari ety of
fl owers including sumac, poinsettia, mlkweed, |antana and
gol denr od



Si | ver - banded Hai rstreak Young seeds of balloon vine, nectar from
flowers
of ball oon vine
Amet hyst Hai rstreak Al bi zi a | ebbeck, nectar froma variety of
flowers
i ncluding ape’s earring, Brazilian pepper, Guarmachil and Spani sh
needl es
Banded Hair st reak Many speci es of oak, nectar from nmany flowers
i ncl udi ng
m | kweed (preferred)
Sout hern Hai rstreak Many speci es of oak, nectar froma variety of
flowers
Red- banded Hai rstreak Dead |eaves fromvarious trees and shrubs
nectar froma variety of flowers including tickseed sunflower and
m | kweed
Ful vous Hai rstreak Brazilian pepper, nectar fromflowers of
Brazilian pepper,
Spani sh needl es and sea grape
Gray Hairstreak Flowers and fruit froman al nost endl ess variety
of
Plants; npbst often |lead tree, nectar from many fl owers including
m | kweed,
nm nt and gol denrod
Martial Scrub-Hairstreak Florida trema and bay cedar, nectar from
fl owers
I ncl udi ng bay cedar, |antana, Brazilian pepper and Spanish
needl es
Bartram s Scrub-Hairstreak Pi nel and croton, nectar fromflowers
of pineland
croton and Spani sh needl es
Mal | ow Scr ub- Hai r st reak Plants in the mallow fanily; also bay
cedar,
nectar frommany snall-fl owered plants

BLUES
Eastern Pygny-Bl ue Annual gl assworts and saltwort in the amaranth
famly, nectar fromflowers of palnmetto pal mand sal twort
Cassi us Bl ue Pl unbago, rattlebox, hairy nilk pea and |inma beans,
nect ar
fromflowers of Spanish needles and creeping charlie
Ceraunus Bl ue A variety of |egumes including partridge pea and
wild
tamarind, flower nectar
M ami Bl ue Bal | oon vi ne and ni ckerbean, flower nectar including
Spani sh
_ needl es
Ni cker bean Bl ue Pi nel and acaci a, sweet acacia and caesal pini a,
fl owner
nectar including that of pineland croton, Spanish needles and
pi nel and acaci a

METALMARKS
Little Metal nark Yel low thistle, short flowered conposites

BRUSH FOOTED BUTTERFLI ES
Ameri can Snout Hackberry, nectar from flowers including gol denrod
and
asters
@Qulf Fritillary Various passionflower vines, nectar fromflowers
i ncl udi ng
Spani sh needl es, cordias and conposites



Julia Vari ous passionfl ower vines, nectar fromflowers including
| ant ana
and Spani sh needl es
Zebra Various passionflower vines, nectar and pollen fromflowers
i ncl udi ng Spani sh needl es and | ant ana
Variegated Fritillary A variety of plants including passionflower,
vi ol ets, purslane, stonecrop and noonseed, nectar from fl owers of
many
pl ants including common nil kweed, dogbane, and tickseed sunfl ower
Phaon Crescent Fogfruit, creeping Charlie and mat grass in the
ver bena
famly, nectar fromflowers of creeping Charlie and Spanish
needl es
Pear|l Crescent Several species of aster, nectar froma great
vari ety of
flowering plants including swanp nil kweed, Spani sh needl es
and asters
Cuban Crescent Shrinmp plant and crinmson dicliptera. nectar from
fl owers
nmostly Spani sh needl es
Red Admi ral Many plants of the nettle fanmily, red adnirals prefer
sap flows
on trees, fernenting fruit and bird droppings
Ameri can Lady Plants in the sunflower famly, nectar fromflowers
i ncludi ng aster, goldenrod and conmon m | kweed
Pai nt ed Lady More than 100 host plants have been noted; favorites
include thistle, mallow and various | egunes, prefers nectar from
conposites 3-6 feet high, especially thistle; also aster and
bl azi ng star
Hackberry Enperor Vari ous hackberries and sugarberry, sap, rotting
fruit, dung and carrion
Tawny Enper or Vari ous hackberries and sugarberry, sap, rotting
fruit,
dung and carrion
Whi t e Peacock Snoot h wat er - hyssop and creeping Charlie, Spanish
needl es
Vi cer oy Plants in the willow family, early in the season when few
fl owers
are avail abl e Viceroys feed on aphid honeydew, carrion, dung and
decaying fungi. later generations feed nore often at flowers
i ncludi ng aster,
gol denrod and Spani sh needl es
Conmon Buckeye Plants fromthe snapdragon, verbern, plantain and
acanthus famlies, nectar fromflowers including aster and
tickseed
sunf | ower
Mangr ove Buckeye Bl ack mangrove, flower nectar
Tr opi cal Buckeye Stenodi a, creeping charlie, ruella and
port erweed,
fl ower nectar
Mal achite G een shrinp plant, rotting fruit, bird droppings and
nectar from
fl oners
Fl ori da Purpl ewi ng Crabwood, decaying fruit and nectar fromcordia
and
| ant ana
Di ngy Pur pl ewi ng @unbo-1inbo, rotting fruit, dung and sap; sel dom
fl ower
nect ar
Fl ori da Leafwi ng Pi nel and croton, rotting fruit and dung
Ruddy Daggerw ng Short-leaf fig and strangler fig, nectars at
fl owers of



giant m | kweed

SATYRS
Carolina Satyr Several grasses including centipede and St
August i ne,

sap and rotting fruit
Georgia Satyr Sedges and grasses, rotting fruit

M LKWEED BUTTERFLI ES

Monar ch M | kweeds, nectar fromall mlkweed flowers as well as
thistle

Queen M | kweeds, flower nectar

Sol di er M | kweeds, nectar from flowers including mlkweds and
Spani sh
needl es
SKI PPERS
Mangr ove Ski pper Red mangrove, nectar fromflowers including
mangr ove,

Spani sh needl es, citrus and bougainvill ea
Hamock Ski pper Jamai ca dogwood and pongam fl ower nectar
Zest os Ski pper Gl actia, in the pea fanmly, nectar fromflowers
i ncl udi ng
Spani sh needl es, | antana and bougai nvill ea
Silver-spotted Skipper Woody | egunes, the Silver-spotted Skipper
al nost
never visits yellow flowers but favors blue, red, purple and pink
Long-tail ed Skipper Various | egunes including various beans, hog
peanuts, beggar ticks, blue pea and wisteria, nectar fromflowers
i ncl udi ng bougainvill ea, |antana and Spani sh needl es
Dor ant es Longt ai | Various | egunmes including wild and cul tivated
beans and beggar ticks, nectar from flowers including Spanish
needl es,
| ant ana and bougai nvill ea
bNorthern O oudywi ng Various plants in the pea fanmly including
eggar
ticks and clovers, nectar fromblue, purple, pink or white
flowers
{rvenal’s Duskyw ng Caks, nectar fromflowers including dandelion
an
bl ueberry
Horﬁﬁe’s Duskyw ng Various oaks, nectar fromflowers, up to 4.5
feet ta
i ncl udi ng dogbane, gol denrod and pepperni nt
Fl ori da Duskyw ng Locust-berry and Barbados cherry, nectar from
flowers
of low plants and shrubs including Spanish needl es, pineland
croton and
| ant ana
Sl eepy Duskywi ng  Various oaks, nectar from heaths including wild
azal ea and
bl ueberry
Zarucco Duskywi ng Her baceous | egunes including black | ocust, hairy
bush clover and Col orado River henp, nectar fromflowers
i ncl udi ng
Spani sh needl es
Tr opi cal Checker ed- Ski pper Several plants in the mallow fanily
i ncl udi ng
. broomweed, nallow, hollyhock and vel vet-leaf, nectar fromflowers
o
Si das and Spani sh needl es
Hayhurst’s Scal | opwi ng Bl oodl eaf and occasionally chaff flowers



nectar fromflowers including marigold, knotweed, spearm nt,
cucunber
and cl overs
Swar t hy Ski pper Bl uestem grasses, nectar fromlow growing flowers
i ncludi ng sel fheal, red clover and peppernint
Neamat hl a Ski pper Bl uest em grasses, flower nectar
Three-spotted Ski pper Qui nea grass, flower nectar
Euphal a Ski pper Various grasses including Johnson grass, Bernuda
and
Sugar cane, nectar fromflowers including alfalfa, croton, and
creeping charlie
Sout her n Ski pperling Ber muda grass, nectar fromflowers such as
sneezeweed
Least Ski pper Various grasses including marsh millet and
cultivated rice,
nectar fromlow growing flowering plants including wood sorrel
swanp
ver bena, pickerel weed, Spanish needles |lantata and white cl over
Fi ery Ski pper Various grasses including Bernuda, crabgrass and St.
Augustine, nectar fromflowers including sweet pepperbush, swanp
m | kweed, aster and thistle
Wi r | about Grasses including Bernuda and St. Augustine, nectar from
Spani sh needl es and | ant ana
Sachem  Grasses including Bernuda, crabgrass and St. Augustine
nect ar
frommany flowers including mlkweeds, button bush and thistles
Dott ed Ski pper Swi t chgrass, nectar fromflower of prickly pear
cact us,
alfalfa, and thistle
Tawny- edged Ski pper Pani ¢ grasses, crabgrass and blue grass,
nect ar
fromflowers including alfalfa, dogbane and thistle
Bar acoa Ski pper G asses, flower nectar
Sout her n Br oken- Dash Paspal um and St. Augustine grass, nectar from
flowers including pickerel weed and sweet pepper bush
Dun Ski pper Various sedges, nectar fromwhite pink or purple
flowers
Del awar e Ski pper Various grasses, nectar from pink and white
fl owers
i ncludi ng nm| kweeds, marsh fl eabane, thistles and pickerel weed

Arogos Ski pper Bi g bl uestem and other native grasses, nectar from
flowers including ox-eye dai sy, coreopsis and dogbane
Byssus Ski pper Eastern gama grass, nectar fromflowers including

pi cker el weed
Meske’ s Ski pper Littl e blue stemand arrowf eat her threeawn, nectar
fromblazing star, pickerelweed and others
Dust ed Ski pper Little bluestem and big bluestem nectar from
fl owers
including wild strawberry, blackberry and wild hyacinth
Twi n- spot Ski pper Grasses, nectar fromflowers including thistle
C ouded Ski pper Various grasses including St. Augustine and wooly
beard grass, nectar from pink purple and white flowers including
Spani sh needl es, buttonbush and | ant ana
Aaron’s Ski pper Possi bly smooth cordgrass, nectar fromflowers
i ncl udi ng
pi cker el weed and marsh fl eabane
IPalatka Ski pper Sawgr ass, nectar from pickerel weed and ot her
pl ants
Pal nett o Ski pper Saw pal netto, nectar from pickerel weed
Berry's Ski pper Sedges, nectar from pickerel weed
Dusky Roadsi de- Ski pper G asses, flower nectar



Ccol a Ski pper Rice, sugarcane and tronpelilla, nectar fromflowers
i ncl udi ng
| ant ana, Spani sh needl es, buttonbush and pi ckerel weed
Salt Marsh Ski pper Seashore saltgrass, nectar fromflowers
i ncl udi ng privet
mar sh fl eabane, thistle and verbena
Qobscure Ski pper Various grasses and sugarcane, nectar from
rattl ebox
Cof aqui G ant - Ski pper Bear grass, Spanish bayonet and small yucca
adults
do not feed, but nales sip noisture from nud
Yucca G ant - Ski pper Bear grass, Spanish bayonet and small yucca,
adults
do not feed, but nales sip noisture from nud
Monk Ski pper Vari ous pal ms including saw pal metto, date and
coconut,
nectar from hibiscus and other | arge flowers
Brazilian Skipper Cannas and alligator flag, nectar fromlarge
white and pal e
yell ow fl owers

Compiled by
David L. Lysinger
January 8, 2004
With additional notes by
Roger L. Hammer
March 14, 2004

*Preliminary lists are works in progress. If you have additions or corrections, please notify
the compiler at MiamiBlue@bellsouth.net or write to
Miami Blue Chapter P.O. Box 141667 Coral Gables, FL 33114

Watch for our upcoming website, www.miamiblue.org
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